Eight strains of this organism were selected for study from cultures of clostridia submitted to the Communicable Disease Center for identification. One strain had originally been isolated from an empyema pocket in the chest, one from an infected infarct of the brain, one from an appendiceal abscess, one from a subdiaphragmatic abscess, one from abdominal fluid after an acute intestinal obstruction, one from wound drainage, one from a sinus of the abdominal wall, and one from a compound fracture that had been contaminated with soil. Preliminary examination indicated that they were not identical with any known organism; consequently, they were studied in detail.
These organisms were gram-positive rods, 2 to 4 A long and 0.4 to 1.0 ,u wide, with terminal oval spores. Spores were readily formed when these strains were grown in chopped-meat medium for 2 days; they were also evident in preparations made from 3-to 5-day-old colonies on liver infusion agar. Cells in which spores were present were noticeably larger than nonsporulating cells. Motility was not observed in cells from young broth cultures under cover slips, nor could it be demonstrated in semisolid medium. Colonies were 1.5 to 2.5 mm in diam, glossy, white, raised, with entire margins. No zones of hemolysis were observed around colonies on blood agar. Glucose, sucrose, salicin, andl mannitol were readily fermented, with the production of acid; lactose and sorbitol were not fermented; maltose was fermented slowly and irregularly. There was no appreciable difference in the fermentation of these carbohydrates when either 2c-proteose peptone or thioglycolate me(liumn* was used as the basal medium. There was no evidence of digestion around colonies on cellulose or starclh agar. Gelatin was not liquefied, casein and coagulated serum or albumin were not digested, nitrates were not reduced, and indole was not formed. Milk was slowly and softly clotted by tw-o strains and was unchanged by the others (except for the formation of a few small bubbles of gas). Growth was obtained only undler anaerobic conditions. The optimal temperature for growth apIeared to be near 35 C.
These strains were not pathogenic for labo- 
